Where the Remnant Comes to Train ™

College &
Seminary
P. O. Box 588 • Marshfield, MO 65706-0588 | USA

Phone  (417) 859-0881 | Fax  (888) 958-3564 | E-Mail  biblicallife@centurytel.net
Internet Web Site  http://www.biblical-life.com

A Ministry of Restoration Fellowship International

Overcoming as End‐Time Prophecy Unfolds
ASUM Seminar Workbook

Seminar Conducted for Antioch School of Urban Ministry, Bronx, NY
June 8, 2014

Developed by Michael K. Lake, Th.D., D.R.E., Chancellor – Biblical Life College & Seminary

© Copyright 2014 by Michael K. Lake, Th.D., D.R.E.
All Rights Reserved.

Meet Your Professor
Dr. Michael K. Lake
Chancellor and Senior Professor of Theology/Ministry and
Senior Professor of Biblical Life Education
A.A. ‐ United Theological Seminary | Th.B. ‐ Christian Bible
College | Th.M. ‐ Christian Bible Seminary | M.A. ‐ Faith
Theological Seminary | Th.D. ‐ North American School of
Theology | D.R.E. ‐ New Covenant International Bible College
| D.Psy. ‐ Faith Theological Seminary
Dr. Lake is the founder of BLCS and serves as an Educational
Consultant for various Christian organizations around the
world. He is an ordained Bishop with the Restoration
Fellowship International and serves on the RFI International
Board of Directors. Dr. Lake is an internationally respected
authority and author on nontraditional Christian education, practical theology, and the Church’s
Hebraic Heritage. He is the host of Biblical Life TV and the Biblical Life Deep Waters Podcast.
Dr. Lake is listed in the U.S. Registry’s “Who’s Who Among Outstanding Americans,” Sterling’s
“Who’s Who Executive Edition” and the “Who’s Who among American Teachers” for his
accomplishments in ministry and with BLCS.

P a g e 2 | 34

Undergraduate Requirements for Gaining College Credit
1.

Seminar

This seminar is worth five (5) contact hours toward the three (3) semester credit hours we are
offering for the successful completion of all work.
You should take notes of significant information that is not contained in the lecture outlines
and any ideas or thoughts the Holy Spirit reveals to you during the sessions.
This syllabus includes additional assignments that you will complete over this Summer. All work
is to be turned into ASUM for grading.

2.

Collateral Reading

Book: Blood on the Altar – the Coming War Between Christian vs. Christian by Dr. Tom Horn
and contributing authors.
This new cutting‐edge book will be available in July. You will be able to order the book through
Biblical Life College and Seminary via the ASUM Registrar’s Office. Pricing will be available once
the book is released on July 15. Estimated cost: $19.95 plus shipping.
You are to read through the entire book and then develop the following:
1.
A three page paper of significant concepts you noted while reading through the
book and your impressions of the information presented.
2.
Choose four articles and develop a three to five page paper on each. Your
papers should include information in the article that you felt was significant, your own
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thoughts on the information presented, as well as any revelations given to you by the
Holy Spirit during your study.
All papers should be typed, double‐spaced, and in 12 pt type. If you cannot type, then the work
needs to be submitted on standard notebook paper – neatly written. Please remember that we
cannot grade what we cannot read.

3.

Online Lectures

Biblical Life TV is hosted on YouTube. We are currently teaching a series entitled, “Remnant
Boot Camp,” which goes well beyond the information presented in this seminar from the First
Epistle of John. Currently, the first six videos are available for viewing, and a new edition will be
posted every other week during the Summer. For the purpose of achieving three (3) semester
credit hours of college credit, you will need to watch the first twelve (12) videos. (Note: To
properly cover First John, there may be more than twelve sessions posted on Biblical Life TV.
You will only need to use the first twelve.)
You are to take notes of significant information and ideas generated during the viewing of each
video. The average length on your notes on each video will be one to two pages. These notes
are to be turned in along with your collateral reading assignments for grading.
Website for Videos: http://www.youtube.com/biblicallife

Final Thoughts
If you were to complete a three (3) semester credit hour class on campus, it would require
sixteen one‐hour lectures over a period of sixteen weeks that included an additional two hours
per week of homework. We have divided this process into this seminar and the homework you
have been assigned. Successful completion will take the entire Summer: this amount of time is
needed to internalize the information presented, pray through your studies to allow the Holy
Spirit to teach and prepare you for what will soon unfold, and to document your learning
experience through writing (which many times can be used by God to clarify much of the
information for you).
The process of study, prayer, writing, and discipline needed to complete this study are
invaluable. Not only are they needed to complete schooling, but to be successful in ministry
after you graduate. Yield to the process and allow the Holy Spirit to transform you into an
exceptional servant/minister for the Kindom of God!
Note: This seminar is a combination of information available in the Biblical
Life TV Series, “Remnant Boot Camp,” and my upcoming book that will be
released this Fall entitled, “Kingdom Intelligence Briefing: Preparing the
Remnant for the Unfolding of End‐Time Prophecy.”
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Session One
Opening Your Eyes to the Bigger Picture of End‐Time
Prophecy
Isaiah 46:9‐10 (KJV)
Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God,
and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all
my pleasure:
9

I.

Premise of This Study

a.

The order in which the books of the New Testament were written:

N.T. Book

Author

Earliest

Latest

Most Likely

Galatians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 48

A.D. 50

A.D. 48

1 Thessalonians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 50

A.D. 52

A.D. 51

2 Thessalonians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 50

A.D. 52

A.D. 51

Mark

Mark

A.D. 45

A.D. 60

A.D. 48‐55

1 Corinthians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 55

A.D. 55

A.D. 55

2 Corinthians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 56

A.D. 56

A.D. 56

Romans

Apostle Paul

A.D. 57

A.D. 57

A.D. 57

James

James

A.D. 38

A.D. 62

A.D. 50‐60

Luke

Luke

A.D. 57‐62

A.D. 57‐62

A.D. 57‐62

Ephesians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

Philippians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

Colossians

Apostle Paul

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62
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Philemon

Apostle Paul

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

A.D. 60‐62

Acts

Luke

A.D. 62‐63

A.D. 62‐63

A.D. 62‐63

Titus

Apostle Paul

A.D. 62

A.D. 63

A.D. 63

1 Timothy

Apostle Paul

A.D. 62

A.D. 64

A.D. 63

2 Timothy

Apostle Paul

A.D. 64

A.D. 64

A.D. 64

1 Peter

Apostle Peter

A.D. 63

A.D. 68

A.D. 64‐67

2 Peter

Apostle Peter

A.D. 64

A.D. 68

A.D. 65‐68

Hebrews

Unknown

A.D. 40

A.D. 69

A.D. 50‐68

Matthew

Apostle
Matthew

A.D. 40

A.D. 110

A.D. 65‐70

Jude

Jude

A.D. 60

A.D. 85

A.D. 65‐80

John

Apostle John

A.D. 60's

A.D. 90's

A.D. 90's

1 John

Apostle John

Unknown

A.D. 98

A.D. 90's

2 John

Apostle John

Unknown

A.D. 98

A.D 90's

3 John

Apostle John

Unknown

A.D. 98

A.D. 90's

Revelation

Apostle John

A.D. 68

A.D. 97

A.D. 95‐97

Note: While the Apostle Paul wrote his last epistle in 64 A.D. (2 Timothy), the writings of the
Apostle John occurred 30 years later.
John wrote specific things in his First Epistle that seem to contradict today’s popular teachings
that are attributed to the Apostle Paul. There are several things we must note:
1.
Since John wrote his First Epistle 34 years after Paul wrote his final one, it would
make sense that John was familiar with his writings. It should also be noted that John
was present when Paul appeared before the Apostolic Council in Acts 15, where he
shared his teachings on Gentiles coming into the Faith and the controversy over
circumcision.
(Note: Circumcision was presented by members of the Shamai Pharisees as a means of
salvation for Gentiles. This is the only erroneous “work of the Law” presented in the
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New Testament. No Jew believed that they were saved through circumcision or by the
works of the Law. Paul and the council corrected this error and realized the prophetic
declaration of God that He would circumcise hearts in the New Covenant – this was also
the reason the Book of Galatians was written by Paul.)
2.
The Apostle John connects an antinomian attitude (one who stands against the
Law of God) as being a part of both the Spirit of Error and the Antichrist Spirit.
Therefore, we need to re‐examine our theology and take a fresh look at the
Commandments of God.

b.

John’s Writings

When you visually look at the writings of the Apostle John, their purpose quickly becomes clear.
After seeing the visions and writing the Book of Revelation, any Apostle or Pastor would have
sought the face of God to help prepare His people for the unfolding of those end‐time events. I
believe this was the catalyst for John to write the First Epistle of John. Note: The term
“antichrist” is only used four times in the New Testament – all of them in First John!

II.

Jesus is the End Spoken of From the Beginning

‐
John 1:1‐2 (KJV)
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
The same was in the beginning with God.
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1 John 1:1 (KJV)
1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
Revelation 1:8 (KJV)
8
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.
Greek
Alpha
Omega

Hebrew
Aleph
Tav

Genesis 1:1 (KJV)
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

1

To understand the Aleph‐Tav, we need to look through Hebraic eyes.
Gematria and Meaning For Hebrew and English
Number

Hebrew

a
b
g
d
h
w

English

Meaning

1

aleph -

A

Strength – ox

2

bet -

B

house

G

pride – lift up – camel

D

door

H

behold – reveal – window

V

nail

3

gimel –

4

dalet -

5

hey -

6

vav -
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7
8

9

Z

cut off – weapon

het -

CH

Separate – fence

tet –

T

surround – snake – winding

Y

hand

K

open hand – cover – bent hand

j
y

10

yod -

20

kaf -

30

lamed –

l

L

Staff – goad

40

mem -

m

M

water – chaos

50

nun -

N

fish – life

60

samech -

S

Support – prop

-

eye

P

speak - mouth

TS

fish hook – (desire)

Q

back (least) – needle eye

R

front – first – head – chief

SH

Tooth – consume – destroy

T

sign – covenant – seal – mark - cross

70

80
90

100
200

300

400




z
x

zayin -

k

n
s
[
p
c
q
r

ayin -

pey -

tzadik –

quof –

resh -

V
t

shin –

tav -

Aleph = Stength – Ox
Tav = Sign – Covenant – Seal – Mark – Cross

The Aleph –Tav is the Strength of the Cross and of the Covenant. It is Jesus!
Now let's look at an example of the token of Covenant with God.
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Genesis 9:12 (KJV)
12
And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

In Genesis 9:12, in the Hebrew word for token, we see the Aleph‐Tav with another letter in the
center. This Hebrew letter is vav.


Vav = Nail

The token of covenant with God was the nailed Aleph‐Tav. Could we have ever imagined that
Jesus was in the story of Noah and the Ark? Isn’t it interesting that we find, in the Book of
Revelation, that no flesh would have survived if it were not for the return of the Aleph‐Tav that
had been nailed to the Cross? This is just another example of how amazing the Word of God is!

The Aleph‐Tav Becomes Something More
Genesis 2:4‐7 (KJV)
These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in
the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 And every plant of the
field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the
ground. 6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the
ground. 7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
4

In Genesis 2, God reveals Himself for the first time as the LORD God (YHVH‐Elohim). YHVH is
considered in scripture as the most sacred name of God. The theological term for this name of
God is the Tetragrammaton. When God began dealing with mankind, He revealed part of His
nature that Lucifer had never seen. Let’s look at what the Rabbis understand about God as
YHVH‐Elohim.
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“The divine appellation Elohim, translated ‘God,’ was understood to denote His aspect
of judgment and YHVH, translated ‘Lord,’ His aspect of mercy (Gen. R. XXXIII. 3), and the
combination of the two names in the verse, ‘These are the generations of the heaven
and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God (YHVH Elohim)
made earth and heaven’ (Gen. ii. 4) is explained as follows: ‘It may be likened to a kind
who had empty vessels. The king said, “If I put hot water into them they will crack; if I
put icy water into them they will contract.” What did the king do? He mixed the hot
with the cold and poured the mixture into the vessels, and they endured. Similarly said
the Holy One, blessed is He, “If I create the world only with the attribute of mercy, sin
will multiply beyond all bounds; if I created it only with the attribute of justice, how can
the world last? Behold, I will create it with both attributes; would that it might
endure!”’ (Gen. R. XII. 15).
Indeed, it was only because the quality of mercy prevailed at Creation that the human
race was allowed to come into being.”1
In the creation of mankind, God balanced mercy and judgment together. This is very
significant, and it took Lucifer by surprise. Notice how the serpent in the Garden referred to
God:
Genesis 3:1 (KJV)
1
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?
The serpent only addressed God as Elohim. There was no mention of YHVH by the serpent.
This is the part of God’s nature that was never revealed to Lucifer. No redemption of Lucifer or
those angels that fell with him is ever mentioned in the Word of God. The only thing reserved
for them is the judgment that flows from Elohim. It is very possible that Lucifer believed that
once man sinned, redemption would be impossible for him as well and mankind would forever
be under his control.
Now it is very easy to see Lucifer in the story of Genesis 3; he was the serpent that came to take
God’s family from Him. (We will look more into what he offered a little later.) But can we find
Jesus in Genesis 2 & 3? Let’s use our chart again to examine the most holy name of God: the
Tetragrammaton.

1

Cohen, Abraham. Everyman’s Talmud: The Major Teachings of the Rabbinic Sages. Schocken Books, New York.
Copyright 1949. Page 17.

P a g e 11 | 34






Yod = Hand
Hey = Behold, Reveal, Window
Vav = Nail
Hey = Behold, Reveal, Window

The first thing that we see in the mercy side of God is
that He has a nailed hand! The Aleph‐Tav has now
been revealed as YHVH! He is the same God that is revealed in the Old and New Testaments.
Another way of saying the Tetragrammaton is I AM.
John 8:58 (KJV)
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

58

Jesus is also the same God that was revealed to the Earth in His first coming and will be
revealed in His second coming. Not only are the two revealments encoded into God’s name as
YHVH, but they are also found in His combined name of YHVH‐Elohim.


YHVH: In His first coming, He did not come to judge the world (John 3:17) but to bring
salvation and mercy. Another way of expressing this would be to call Him Messiah ben
Joseph (the suffering servant).



Elohim: In His second coming, He comes to judge a world that has rejected Him and His
sacrifice as Messiah ben Joseph. He comes as Messiah ben David (the Conquering
King). Those that have not bowed before Him will be cut off and removed from the
Earth.

John understood this nature of God as revealed in YHVH‐Elohim and saw both the Jesus he
knew in the Gospels and the Jesus that was revealed to him in the Revelation. All of that was
told from the very beginning!
‐
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Session Two
The Coming Conflicts – Part 1
There are several conflicts revealed in First John:





Religious Christian vs. Real Christian
Spirit of this World vs. Spirit of God
Spirit of Error vs. Spirit of Truth
The World vs. the Kingdom

If we do not understand the differences, we could be swept away into error. We would also be
caught off guard in the coming conflicts. It is time to understand a secondary purpose of God’s
Word – to separate light from the darkness, to separate clean from unclean, and to separate
righteousness from unrighteousness!

I.

Religious Christian vs. Real (or Biblical) Christian

a.

The Point of Fellowship
1 John 1:3‐4 (KJV)
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
3

John stresses in Hebraic fashion that fellowship is first established with the Father and then
with each other. A biblical Christian cannot join spiritually with those that are not born‐again.
Today, we have entire congregations that have established mega ministries on horizontal
fellowship, but there is no real connection to Heaven (vertical fellowship). If we are not careful,
the modern churches can become mini‐Towers of Babel. Their mega‐steeples seem to reach
into the Heavens, and they are of one mind, but it really is not about God – it is about them!
We need to become spiritually sensitive and only join ourselves with those that are of kindred
spirits – those that really know God. Talking the talk and actually having the walk are two
completely separate things. The world has conditioned us to only examine soundbites of
information rather than examining someone’s life. We must move beyond this soundbite
mentality to prepare for the days ahead.
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b.

Light and Darkness
1 John 1:5‐6 (KJV)
5
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

These verses also connect again to the Beginning.
Genesis 1:1‐5 (KJV)
1
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the
darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the first day.
There is a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. In verse one, God is working. In verse two, Lucifer
brought darkness and chaos to God’s creation on Earth.
‐
Genesis 1 is a complete statement in itself. Almighty God created the Heavens (shamayim is in
the plural form and should be translated “Heavens”) and the Earth. Yet there is the possibility
that something happened between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. The Hebrew word for was in Genesis
1:2 is hayah ( הָ יָהhaw‐yaw), which means “to be, become, come to pass, exist, happen, fall out.”
2
Whether you ascribe to the concept between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 that there was a Pre‐
Adamic Race (like Finis Dake postulated in both his Annotated Reference Bible and his book,
“God’s Plan for Man”) or not, there is evidence that something did indeed happen.
The Word tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:33 that:
1 Corinthians 14:33 (KJV)
33
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
This statement by the Apostle Paul is significant in light of the next Hebrew word used in
Genesis 1:2. The Hebrew word for without form is tohuw ( תֹּ הוּto'‐hoo). This word means
“formlessness, confusion, unreality, emptiness.” 3 If God had created the world in a state of
confusion, that would have made God the author of confusion. In the ”Commentary Critical
and Explanatory on the Whole Bible,” biblical scholars Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown make the
following observation:
2
3

Ibid. Strongs #H1961.
Ibid. Strongs #H8414.
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The earth was without form and void—or in “confusion and emptiness,” as the words
are rendered in Is 34:11. This globe, at some undescribed period, having been convulsed
and broken up, was a dark and watery waste for ages perhaps, till out of this chaotic
state, the present fabric of the world was made to arise.4 (Emphasis mine)
We find further evidence of a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 in the writings of Isaiah.
Isaiah 45:18 (KJV)
For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth
and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.
18

I want you to notice the phrase within this verse that says: he created it not in vain. The
Hebrew word here translated as vain is the same word used in Genesis 1:2 – tohuw. In fact,
the NASB expresses the Hebrew somewhat clearer in this particular verse.
Isaiah 45:18 (NASB)
18
For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the
earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, but formed it to
be inhabited), "I am the LORD, and there is none else.”
We can also apply something that Jesus said to what we see here in Genesis 1:2:
John 8:32 (KJV)
32
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
The Greek word here for truth is aletheia (ἀλήθεια al‐ay'‐thi‐a), which means “in truth,
according to truth, and in fact.” 5 But it also has another meaning: in reality.
Is it possible that there is a conspiracy that predates mankind, in which Lucifer intended to
bring an unreality to God’s Creation, that would manifest in confusion and emptiness? Is it
possible that the solution to this eternal conspiracy is the Aleph‐Tav that came to bring truth or
divine reality to set us free? It is very possible. Lucifer came to disrupt Creation, to bring
tohuw or confusion, chaos, and unreality. Within the nature of Lucifer is embedded the very
essence of all conspiratorial history: to so mar God’s creation that the fingerprints of the
Creator can no longer be found.
‐

4

Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Oak
Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), Ge 1:2.
5
Ibid. Strongs #G225.
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God’s Response to Satan’s Chaos
As a work of God’s Grace, He begins the work on Earth 2.0. The very first thing He does is to
create Light. He then separates Light from Darkness. This concept extends throughout the
Word of God. Part of the function of the Torah was to enable us to separate Light from
Darkness, Clean from Unclean, and Righteousness from Unrighteousness. This concept is
expressed in the Doctrine of Sanctification.
2 Corinthians 6:14‐18 (KJV)
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
15
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.
14

Notice that “thing” in verse 17 is in italics. This means the word was not in the original text.
Separated from our Hebraic heritage, the translators of the KJV Bible were not Torah‐centric.
Unclean is everything within the Torah that is defined as unclean. It is not a single thing, but
many things.
True biblical sanctification (separation from or set apart to) is essential for God to walk among
us more powerfully.
The Word reminds us about what would happen in the Last Days:
Isaiah 5:20‐21 (KJV)
20
Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light
for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
The tendency of the religious Christian is to eventually call evil (darkness) good and call good
(God’s ways and commandments) evil. They will also mock and condemn all who remain
faithful to God’s Word as “old‐fashioned” and “out of touch.” (Yes, I am quite old‐fashioned
and completely out of touch with the World’s Babylonian System.)
[See Appendix A for a recent example.]
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b.

Sin is Still Real
1 John 3:4 (KJV)
4
Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of
the law.

Sixty years after Jesus died on the Cross, sin is still defined as a violation of God’s Law (or
Commandments).
The Old Man Sins
1 John 1:8‐10 (KJV)
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us.
8

Our old nature (the Old Man) will get the better of us at times, and we sin. Thank God we have
a faithful High Priest (Jesus) who will cleanse us of all sin, if we confess our sins to Him.
How are the religious Christians saying today that they have not sinned?
God’s Law has been done away with because of grace. If God’s Law has been done
away with, it is impossible to sin – because how can we violate something that was done
away with?
Handling Ephesians 2:15
Ephesians 2:14‐17 (KJV)
14
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall
of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man,
so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which
were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
Since most Christian ministers are not trained in Torah, they believe that Paul just said that
Jesus abolished the Law. But notice the exact language of this verse: law of commandments
contained in ordinances. There is a specific section within the Torah that was called
“Ordinances.” These dealt with the service in the Temple and the sacrifices. The Book of
Hebrews tells us:
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Hebrews 9:1 (KJV)
1
Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly
sanctuary.
The writer of Hebrews goes on to tell us that Jesus became the perfect sacrifice:
Hebrews 9:8‐12 (KJV)
8
The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made
manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 9 Which was a figure for the
time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make
him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 10 Which stood only in
meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until
the time of reformation. 11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to
come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
In the original ordinances in the Torah, Gentiles could not enter the Sanctuary, and the blood
offered to cover sins did not pertain to them. That sacrifical system and ordinances were
crucified with Christ on the Cross. Now Jews and Gentiles are saved by accepting the shed
blood and perfect sacrifice of Messiah. AND –
1 Corinthians 6:19‐20 (KJV)
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
19

This Gentile body has been redeemed by the Blood of Jesus and has become the Temple of the
Holy Ghost. As a priest unto Almighty God, I now live a life in obedience to His commandments
(just like Jesus – 1 John 2:6), and offer sacrifices of praise as a part of my divine service! Can
someone say: “There was a change in the ordinances of God’s Law!”
Just in Case Some Would Argue Against God’s Commandments Today
1 John 2:3‐4 (KJV)
3
And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him.
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c.
How to Walk In Perpetual Forgiveness and Maintain Constant Fellowship with
God
1 John 1:7 (KJV)
7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
We need to understand that continually running to the altar every week and asking Jesus to
forgive us of our sins is Plan B in God’s economy.
Plan A is a lifestyle that is led by the Spirit of Truth that keeps us sanctified (walking in light), to
maintain our fellowship with Him and then with each other. This biblical, Spirit‐empowered
lifestyle causes a perpetual cleansing through the Blood of Jesus by staying within the
boundaries that honor our Blood Covenant with the Father!
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Session Three
The Coming Conflicts – Part 2

The Conflict Between the Spirit of Truth and
the Spirit of Error
1 John 4:4‐6 (KJV)
Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the
world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us;
he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit
of error.
4

We need to understand that the Spirit of this World is exactly opposite of the Spirit of God.

Spirit of God
Messiah
Spirit of Truth
Light
Righteousness

Spirit of the World
Antichrist
Spirit of Error
Darkness
Unrighteousness

Those that are in tune with the Spirit of the World will not hear the things of the Kingdom of
God. Only through conviction of sin through the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the preaching of
the Cross can the grip of the world be loosened. If they respond to this saving faith, they are
translated from darkness into the Kingdom of Messiah.
Colossians 1:12‐14 (KJV)
12
Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:
We need to ask the question: can someone once delivered into the light of God fall back into
darkness? The answer is yes; by the preaching of the world and its fleshly system!
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1 John 2:15‐17 (KJV)
15
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.
Love for world and love for God are like axis hormones within the physical body. They both
cannot exist in the system at the same time: it is either one or the other! Our carnal flesh can
operate in a near supernatural love for the things of the world. IT WILL RIVAL OUR LOVE FOR
GOD – IF WE ARE NOT CAREFUL!
Love for God will begin displacing love for the world. BUT if we allow love for the world into
our lives, it will begin pushing out our love for God.
The world’s preaching promotes three things (according to the Apostle John): the Lust of the
Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life.

Lust of the Flesh
Finis Dake lists 17 types of the Lust or Work of the Flesh6
1.
Adultery. Greek: moicheia (GSN‐<G3430>), unlawful sexual relations between
men and women, single or married (Mt. 15:19; Mk. 7:21; Jn. 8:3; Gal. 5:19). Note the
related Greek: verbs, moichao (GSN‐<G3429>) (Mt. 5:32, notes; 19:9; Mk. 10:11‐12), and
moicheuo (GSN‐<G3431>) (Mt. 5:27‐28; 19:18; Mk. 10:19; Lk. 16:18; 18:20; Jn. 8:4; Rom.
2:22; 13:9; Jas. 2:11; Rev. 2:22).
2.
Fornication. Greek: porneia (GSN‐<G4202>), same as adultery above besides all
manner of other unlawful relations (notes, Mt. 5:32).
3.
Uncleanness. Greek: akatharsia (GSN‐<G167>), whatever is opposite of purity;
including sodomy, homosexuality, lesbianism, pederasty, bestiality, and all other forms
of sexual perversion (Gal. 5:19; Mt. 23:27; Rom. 1:21‐32; 6:19; 2Cor. 12:21; Eph. 4:19;
5:3; Col. 3:5; 1Th. 2:3; 4:7; 2Pet. 2; Jude).
4.
Lasciviousness. Greek: aselgeia (GSN‐<G766>), licentiousness, lustfulness,
unchastity, and lewdness. Translated "lasciviousness" (Mk. 7:22; 2Cor. 12:21; Gal. 5:19;
Eph. 4:19; 1Pet. 4:3; Jude 1:4); "wantonness" (Rom. 13:13; 2Pet 2:18); and "filthy" (2Pet.
2:7). Lasciviousness is the promoting or partaking of that which tends to produce lewd
6

Finis Jennings Dake, Dake's Annotated Reference Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments of the Authorized
or King James Version Text, (Lawrenceville, GA: Dake Bible Sales, Inc., 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e‐book, Under:
"Chapter 5".
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emotions, anything tending to foster sex sin and lust. That is why many worldly
pleasures have to be avoided by Christians ‐‐ so that lasciviousness may not be
committed.
5.
Idolatry. Greek: eidololatreia (GSN‐<G1495>), image‐worship (1Cor. 10:14; Gal.
5:20; Col. 3:5; 1Pet. 4:3). Idolatry includes anything on which affections are passionately
set; extravagant admiration of the heart (Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5).
6.
Witchcraft. Greek: pharmakeia (GSN‐<G5331>), sorcery, practice of dealing with
evil spirits; magical incantations and casting spells and charms upon one by means of
drugs and potions of various kinds (Gal. 5:20; Rev. 9:21; 18:23; cp. Rev. 21:8; 22:15. See
note b, Lk. 12:29). Enchantments were used to inflict evil, pains, hatred, sufferings, and
death, or to bring good, health, love and other blessings.
7.
Hatred. Greek: echthra (GSN‐<G2189>), enmity (Lk. 23:12; Rom. 8:7; Eph. 2:15‐
16; Jas. 4:4); hatred (Gal. 5:20). Bitter dislike, abhorrance, malice and ill will against
anyone; tendency to hold grudges against or be angry at someone.
8.
Variance. Greek: eris (GSN‐<G2054>), note, Rom. 1:29. Dissensions, discord,
quarreling, debating; and disputes.
9.
Emulations. Greek: zeloi (GSN‐<G2205>), envies, jealousies; striving to excel at
the expense of another; seeking to surpass and out do others; uncurbed rivalry spirit in
religion, business, society, and other fields of endeavor. Translated "zeal" (Jn. 2:17;
Rom. 10:2; 2Cor. 7:11; 9:2; Php. 3:6; Col. 4:13); "fervent mind" (2Cor. 7:7); "envy" (Acts
13:45; Rom. 13:13; 1Cor. 3:3; 2Cor. 12:20; Jas. 3:14‐15); "jealousy" (2Cor. 11:2);
"indignation" (Acts 5:17; Heb. 10:27); and "emulation" (Gal. 5:20).
10.
Wrath. Greek: thumos (GSN‐<G2372>), "wrath" (Gal. 5:20; Lk. 4:28; Acts 19:28;
2Cor. 12:20; Eph. 4:31; Col. 3:8; Heb. 11:27; Rev. 12:12; 14:8,10,19; 15:1,7; 16:1; 18:3);
"indignation" (Rom. 2:8); and "fierceness" (Rev. 16:19; 19:15). Turbulent passions;
domestic and civil turmoils; rage; determined and lasting anger.
11.
Strife. Greek: eritheia (GSN‐<G2052>), "strife" (Gal. 5:20; 2Cor. 12:20; Php. 2:3;
Jas. 3:14,16); "contention" (Php. 1:16; Rom. 2:8). Disputations; jangling; strife about
words; angry contentions; contest for superiority or advantage; strenuous endeavor to
equal or pay back in kind the wrongs done to one.
12.
Seditions. Greek: dichostasia (GSN‐<G1370>), "divisions" (Rom. 16:17; 1Cor.
3:3); "seditions, parties, and factions" (Gal. 5:20). Popular disorder; stirring up strife in
religion, government, home, or any other place.
13.

Heresies (note, Acts 5:17).
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14.
Envyings. Greek: phthonoi (GSN‐<G5355>) (Gal. 5:21; Mt. 27:18; Mk. 15:10;
Rom. 1:29; Php. 1:15; 1Tim. 6:4; Tit. 3:3; Jas. 4:5; 1Pet. 2:1) Pain, ill will, and jealousy at
the good fortune or blessings of another; the most base of all degrading and disgraceful
passions.
15.
Murders. Greek: phonoi (GSN‐<G5408>) (note, Mt. 15:18) to kill; to spoil or mar
the happiness of another; hatred (1Jn. 3:15).
16.
Drunkeness. Greek: methai (GSN‐<G3178>) (Gal. 5:21; Lk. 21:34; Rom. 13:13).
Living intoxicated; a slave to drink; drinking bouts.
17.
Revellings. Greek: komoi (GSN‐<G2970>) (Gal. 5:21; 1Pet. 4:3); rioting (Rom.
13:13). Lascivious and boisterous feastings, with obscene music, and other sinful
activities; pleasures; carousings.

Lust of the Eyes:
(1)
Lust for women (Mt. 5:28; Job 31:1)
(2)
Eyes full of adultery ‐‐ even men with men and women with women (2Pet. 2:14;
Rom. 1:18‐28)
(3)
Covetousness (Ps. 10:8; Lk. 12:15)
(4)
All things desired (Eccl. 2:10)
(5)
Idolatry (Ezek. 6:9; 18:6‐15)
(6)
All kinds of evil (Mt. 6:23; 7:22)

Pride of Life:
(1)
Self‐righteousness (Job 32:1)
(2)
Positions (Gen. 3:5; Ezek. 28:11‐17; 1Tim. 3:6; 3Jn. 1:9)
(3)
Power (Lev. 26:19)
(4)
Riches (Ps. 39:6; Ezek. 28:5)
(5)
Beauty (Ezek. 28:11,17)
(6)
Strength to war (2Chr. 26:16)
(7)
Constant boasting of one's self; glorying in sexual activity; pleasures; and all the
vanity of life (1Jn. 2:15; Ps. 24:4; 36:2; Isa. 3:16)

Other Things that the Spirit of the World Will Do





Deny Sin – 1 John 1:8
Deny God’s Commandments – 1 John 2:4
Deny that Jesus is the Messiah – 1 John 2:22
Proclaim Grace as an Excuse to Continue to Sin – 1 John 2:6 & 8
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Deny That Jesus is YHVH (Almighty God) Come in the Flesh – 1 John 4:1‐3
It Will Alter the Definition of What It Means to Believe on Jesus – All of First John
There are Many Ways to Salvation (i.e. Many Antichrists) – 1 John 2:18‐19
Truth is Not Absolute (You Have Your Truth and I Have Mine) ‐ All of First John
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Session Four
The Coming Conflicts – Part 3

In the Beginning – Cain and Abel
1 John 2:7‐11 (KJV)
Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye
had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from
the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him
and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 9 He that saith
he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 10 He that loveth
his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 11 But
he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.
7

When John shares about this old commandment and then refers back to the beginning, every
reader understands that he was referring to the story of Cain and Abel.
In the story of Cain and Abel, we have the true believer vs. the religious believer that insists on
walking according to his own ways.


Abel offered the sacrifice exactly as God had instructed. In other words, because he
loved God and truly walked with Him, he followed God’s commandment regarding the
sacrifice he was to offer.



Cain offered a sacrifice according to what was convenient for him. He chose to
disregard God’s instruction and do it his way.

Genesis 4:5‐7 (KJV)
5
But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his
countenance fell. 6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy
countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
When God would not accept the sacrifice of Cain, instead of repenting, he grew angry. This is
what a religious spirit does. The anger, as we find later in the story, was directed toward Abel
– the one who actually followed God’s instruction.
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God comes to him to warn him and pleads with him to follow His instruction. Now let’s bring
clarity to the KJV to see what God was really saying in verse 7:
Genesis 4:7 (AMP)
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin crouches at
your door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.

7

Sin was the darkness crouching at the door of Cain’s life. It caused Cain to stumble when it took
mastery over his mind and emotions. The result was that instead of repenting, he killed the
one that was actually walking with God.
If he would have followed God’s pleading here, he would have repented, offered a sacrifice
according to God’s instruction, and would have brought sin into subjection.
This story is a foretelling of the coming conflict, and it will come in two levels:
Abel Christians vs. Cain Christians


Those that know Jesus and are walking in His commandments, just as He did.



Those that say they know Him, but like Cain, choose to walk with God in their own way.

These Cain Christians have sin crouching at the door of their lives. They will eventually turn
against the Abel Christians and seek to kill them as the Antichrist Spirit’s influence increases
upon the Earth.
This coming conflict is what your collateral reading book is all about: Blood on the Altar: The
Coming Christian Vs. Christian War. In many segments of the Church, Cain preachers are
ridiculing and assassinating the name and character of men and women that stand up for the
integrity of God’s Word, salvation through the shed blood of Jesus, the reality of sin, and even
God’s definition of biblical marriage. Eventually, this conflict will go beyond just words and will
result in physical violence.

The Ultimate Expression of the Cain and Abel Story
Revelation 13:15‐18 (KJV)
15
And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the
beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no
man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the
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number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred
threescore and six.
The Beast of Revelation will offer a salvation that does not recognize the sacrifice of Jesus upon
the Cross. It will utilize the fruits of its own labor. Those that receive the Mark of the Beast will
turn to kill all of those that have come under the true sacrifice of God and are respected by
Heaven.
Just as Cain received a mark, so will those that follow the Beast and become the ultimate
expression of the spirit of Cain!

Interesting Bible Facts About God’s Mark and Cain’s Mark (Perhaps an Old
Testament Type and Shadow of the Mark of the Beast)
Ezekiel 9:4 (KJV)
And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.
4

Here is some insight from Gary Steadman at Prophecy in the News:

Remember, Jesus is the Aleph‐Tav. The mark placed upon the righteous was the Mark of the
Cross or Covenant. Gary goes on to share about the Mark of Cain in his outstanding article on
The Mark of God:
“13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold,
thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be
hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that
every one that findeth me shall slay me. 15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore
whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him. 16 And Cain went out from the
presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden” (Genesis 4:13‐
16).
From this encounter, we see that the Lord’s grace extended even to Cain. He received a mark of
protection that would keep him from being slain. We learn that Cain was considered by his
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peers to be a pariah. Yet even as a social outcast, he was under God’s watchful care. A visible
mark was placed upon him. What was this mark?
In some ways, it seems to function in the same way as the mark upon the faithful in the time of
Ezekiel. Yet, in this case, Cain was far from righteousness. How could he receive the sign of
truth and perfection?
The answer can be found in the Genesis text. And it is in direct opposition to the mark with
which God seals His elect.
This “mark,” as given in Genesis 4:15, is translated from the Hebrew word ,ut (oht) a word that
indicates a mark or sign. The symbol placed on Cain is spelled t aleph, u vav, , tahv [,ut]; the
mark of the saints is spelled , tahv, u vav [u,]. That is, the very letters of the word for Cain’s
mark are the exact reverse of the word used by Ezekiel in the sealing of Jerusalem’s saints.
The u, tahv of truth becomes the ,u oht of reversal, perhaps even perversion.
Since we know that the description of the u, tahv is a cross, we can speculate about the nature
of Cain’s mark with a high probability of certainty. It is likely to be a variant of the cross — a
broken cross.
Just such a mark is widely known in the annals of history and literature. Manly P. Hall calls it,
“the most nearly universal of religious emblems.” It is used by all the world’s peoples, from
Buddhists in the East, Hindus and Zoroastrians in the Middle East and by the tribes of the New
World of the Americas. Its origins are shrouded in the mists of time, where it disappears into
the post‐Flood world of Noah and his three sons.
This sign – the swastika or hooked cross – is universally referred to as “the earliest known
symbol.” A note in the Encyclopedia Americana is of great interest:
“[The swastika] is a symbol of the sun in the nature‐religions of the Aryan races from
Scandinavia to Persia and India; and similar devices occur in monumental remains of the
Mexicans and Peruvians, and on objects exhumed from prehistoric burial grounds within
the limits of the United States. The swastika consists of a Greek cross, either enclosed in
a circle, the circumference of which passes through its extremities; or with its arms bent
back thus to form the swastika. It is found invariably associated with the worship of the
Aryan Sun‐gods (Apollo, Odin) and is believed to represent the sun. The swastika was
adopted as the German national symbol by the Nazis.”7

7

Steadman, Gary. Article: The Mark of God. Prophecy in the News, Oklahoma City, OK.
http://www.prophecyinthenews.com/the‐mark‐of‐god/
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Final Word
It is proper to end this seminar with a quote from A. W. Tozer. I believe the Holy Spirit revealed
the times we are now living in to him.
“Let me go out on a limb a little bit and prophesy. I see the time coming when all the
holy men whose eyes have been opened by the Holy Spirit will desert worldly
Evangelicalism, one by one. The house [institutional Christianity] will be left desolate
and there will not be a man of God, a man in whom the Holy Spirit dwells, left among
them.” 8

8

A.W. Tozer, The Dangers of a Shallow Faith: Awakening from Spiritual Lethargy (Google eBook), Gospel Light
Publications, May 17, 2012, pgs 14‐15.
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Appendix A – The War on Bible Prophecy
Post 10/13/11 | By Jim Fletcher
http://www.worldviewweekend.com/worldview‐times/article.php?articleid=7645
In the heyday of Bible prophecy teaching, say, from 1970 until 1995, American scholars quietly
seethed. Their dislike of anything that pointed to the Jews re‐entry into history (and God's
provision for them) led them to resent the efforts of people like Hal Lindsey.
Certainly, there have been plenty of prophecy teachers who have fallen into the trap of
"predicting" events and using Bible prophecy to do it. Yet this is completely irrelevant when
talking about what the Bible actually says about the subject. It is a monumental tragedy that
"prophecy haters" have been able to successfully lump Scripture with prophecy teachers and
thus persuade people that the Bible itself is "wrong" about prophecy.
The effect has been to marginalize Bible prophecy at a time when it is more relevant than ever.
Ironic.
As I've said before, huge damage was done to the teaching of Bible prophecy as the last
seconds of 1999 ticked away. When the "Y2K" disaster didn't materialize, many people
checked‐out from Bible prophecy teaching. Very tragically, the failed predictions of certain
prophecy teachers (along with the delusional Harold Camping) were seen as an indictment of
the Bible's predictive prophecy. It didn't help that Bible illiteracy in this country is at an all‐time
high.
And although there is a lot of nuance to this story, it is still generally true that as Bible prophecy
teaching from our nation's pulpits slid off a cliff, so too did solid support for Israel.
In my view, we are now approaching a crisis in the context of how the next generations view
the Bible, and, specifically, Israel. There are several layers to this story ‐ in fact, I'm investigating
a major piece of this puzzle, and will report in detail in the coming weeks. To me, the thickest
layer involves growing evangelical disenchantment with Israel. In short, the Palestinians are
beginning to see a huge harvest from the seeds of propaganda sown in the past two decades.
In Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, we had two (officially) Southern Baptist presidents heavily
involved in "peace‐making" in the Middle East. Traditionally, the SBC has been a bastion of
support for Israel, in a prophetic context, as well. Isn't it somewhat ironic that these two men
did more to damage Israel than perhaps any other presidents?
Carter virtually forced Israel to return the Sinai, which began a precedent for the now‐failed
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"land‐for‐peace" idea. At present, Israel has pulled out of the Sinai, Gaza, and its southern
buffer zone in Lebanon, as well as from administering the disputed territories in Judea/Samaria
(the West Bank).
The result has been nothing but a dramatic increase in terror activity, because the Palestinian
society has been radicalized by decades of anti‐Semitic filth. To this moment, the Arab world
does not accept a Jewish state in its presence and this extreme xenophobia is a subject that
leaders of leftist religion in America simply ignore. Just as they ignore Israel's previous pullouts
from "Arab land."
Clinton, knowing that Yasser Arafat was one of history's most notorious terrorists and mass
murderers, plunged ahead in forcing Israel to negotiate with the PLO. The result was an
unprecedented campaign of murder of Jews in the Holy Land.
One wonders what Clinton's former pastor, W.O. Vaught, would have thought. And, evidently,
the glittering trappings of the monolithic Immanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock didn't help
Governor Clinton prepare very well for shaping his biblical
worldview in the context of international peace‐making.
Although no doubt Clinton heard often about the prophetic
implications of the new Jewish state, established when he was
two, he sold Israel down the river as often as he could, in his
drive to establish a legacy.
I mention these two powerful men because they came from the Bible Belt, and from a biblically
conservative denomination. It is no accident that they rub elbows with jet‐setters and decision‐
makers the world over.
This brings me to the worldview of today's evangelical leaders in America. By and large, they
are concerned with how they are seen, whom they are seen with, and how influential they can
become. Nowhere is this more visible than from the empire of Rick Warren.
Warren, who attended Fuller Theological Seminary precisely at the time the institution was
disengaging from its embarrassing past ‐ Dispensationalism ‐ is a true globalist. He attends
meetings at the Council on Foreign Relations, chats with Middle East dictators, and is honored
by such august sources at TIME magazine. One can almost see the narcissism oozing from his
pores. One wonders if he has trimmed James 4:4 from his Bible.
Warren decided long ago that the study of Bible prophecy is for losers. Traditional, old‐time
religion, and biblical literalism is for soft‐minded morons (here I'm using the language of his
protégés). Interestingly, those who maintain that there is nothing wrong with the old‐time
religion (such as discernment ministries, surely some of the most hated people around today)
are now being labeled as "Pharisees" and worse by young Emergent pastors, who thirst for the
same spotlight that has enveloped Warren in darkness.
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What then can we expect of the sycophants he is now mentoring?
For those of you who don't use the social network Twitter, I'm going to type the following
"tweet" exactly as it appeared today, from Perry Noble:
"RT @RickWarren: If u fear the disapproval of Pharisees & their guilt by association
tactics, people you could reach will die without Christ."
Lots of things to unpack here.
Noble is pastor of NewSpring Church in South Carolina, and a rising star among the Emergent
crowd. I encourage you to check out his blog at www.perrynoble.com, and read several.
In his Twitter message, Warren is telling his adoring audience that mean‐spirited "Pharisees"
lump false teachers together, unfairly. Oh and by the way, they are also impeding the efforts to
reach the lost with the power of the Gospel.
This is all a lie, but an effective one, because this message was
"re‐tweeted" to the max. When Warren gives marching orders,
his soldiers' boots become worn‐out in no time.
Warren is really a key in understanding the growing attacks on
Bible‐believing Christians, because he is a bridge of sorts
between Christian academics and populists like Noble. Warren
is able to distill academic ivory tower language and make it popular for the populist foot
soldiers in the evangelical world that work 24/7 to denigrate the old‐time religion.
Warren understands the issues and because he moves in both academic and popular circles, he
carries the same message that people like Dr. Mark Noll have preached for years (first at
Wheaton, where Rob Bell and others attended, and now at Notre Dame).
In his famous book, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind, Noll obviously has a sauropod‐sized
bone to pick with Christian mental midgets who believe the Genesis accounts of creation, and
Bible prophecy.
For 256 tedious pages, Noll bashes dispensationalists and creationists, who do not practice
"careful thinking." In order to be intellectual, in Noll's world, one must be open to new ideas
and progressive theology. This means, for example, those of us who cling to Israel's
supernatural role in modern history are harming the global community, because we are
fomenting war in the Middle East. This view of Bible‐believers is identical to that of Brian
McLaren.
As evangelical appetites for Bible prophecy teaching wane, the hunger grows to understand and
embrace the "Palestinian narrative." This narrative means that the story being promoted now is
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that Israel oppresses the native Arabs. That is the story. It is a story, a narrative, being used to
bash Israel from every quarter, every minute of every day. Israel's many enemies, including
evangelical leaders in the West, no doubt feel fresh and ready to witness the final assault on
Israel's sovereignty (the so‐called "bi‐national state" solution is every bit as diabolical as overt
attempts to destroy the Jewish state).
A recent letter circulated by David Gushee and Glen Stassen, professors at Mercer University
and Wheaton, respectively, displays the blatant nastiness coming from these quarters. In the
letter, among other harsh charges, Gushee and Stassen write:
"American Christian Zionism as it currently stands is sinful and produces sin."
Never have I heard such hate‐speech and arrogance directed toward Bible‐believing Christians!
Gushee and Stassen go on to show how biblically illiterate they are when they allege:
"We write as evangelical Christians committed lifelong to Israel's security, and we are
seriously worried about your support for policies that violate biblical warnings about
injustice and may lead to the outcome you most fear ‐ serious harm to or even
destruction of Israel."
Wipe your glasses and read that last part again. They actually believe that Israel can be
destroyed. The exact opposite scenario ‐ the supernatural preservation of Israel and the
judgment on her enemies ‐ is presented in the Bible.
Don't be fooled either by those who claim to stand for Israel's security and a Palestinian state.
Those conditions are mutually exclusive.
Let me give you another example of where the "careful thinker" mind is among evangelicals
today in the American Church.
Carl Medearis recently penned a blog in which he revealed the same worldview as Gushee and
Stassen. Listen to these whoppers:
"One of the reasons Jesus was crucified was because of his refusal to embrace a
nationalist agenda. But Christian Zionism blesses military action by the modern state of
Israel, under the banner of 'national security,' including the demolition of Palestinian
homes to pave the way for new settlements."
(Talkback: Carl, Jesus wasn't concerned about nationalist agendas.)
Here's another gem:
"It's true that there are elements of Palestinian society that do not want peace, no
matter the price. They need to be isolated and dealt with. The same goes for elements of
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Israeli society that don't want peace. The good news is that extremists are a minority on
both sides of the conflict."
This is false.
It has been thoroughly documented from numerous sources that there have been many
thousands of terror attacks aimed at Israel, by the Palestinians, since Bill Clinton hosted Rabin
and Arafat on the White House lawn in 1993. Extremists are not a minority in Palestinian
society and, dear reader, they not only hate Jews, but they passionately hate Americans and
display their venom following events like 9/11.
(By the way, the view of Medearis that Palestinian "extremists" ‐ think Hamas ‐ "need to be
isolated and dealt with" is almost comical in its naivete. How does Carl propose to "deal with"
Hamas, apart from the IDF? No one knows, including him.)
Medearis also alleges that Christian Zionists allow "obscure Old Testament promises" to drive
our pro‐Israel agenda. The promises are not obscure, except to one who has spiritualized‐away
plain meanings. The OT promises to the Jews bleed‐through on nearly every page.
All this is why the film "Little Town of Bethlehem," which promotes the Palestinian view of the
Arab‐Israeli conflict, has been screened at places like Wheaton College, Calvin College, Gordon
College, Willow Creek Church, Bethlehem Assembly of God, and Wycliffe Bible Translators, USA.
For the first time in my memory, people from Pentecostal backgrounds, Southern Baptist, and
other conservative denominations are linking arms with mainline churches, Catholics, and
voices from other religions, for one reason: promoting the Palestinian narrative. You would be
stunned if you knew the associations, and how deep and wide the networking is, but I am going
to tell you soon.
The War on Bible Prophecy is the same as the War on Israel. The left is gaining steam in this
effort, and my concern is that conservatives are largely unaware. If we think that John Hagee's
visible efforts for Israel mean that a gigantic army for Israel exists in American churches, we are
deluding ourselves.
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